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make them greyer, and I consider such birds to be of what
bird-fanciers would call a "mealy55 type, similar to what
occurs in some finches.
The sexes are alike, though the male is bigger and more
powerful, but the young are distinctly duller, both in
plumage and colour of bill and feet. In length this fine
bird measures about a foot and a half, with the folded
wing, which is rounded and fowl-like, ten inches, and the
shank over three'.
This bird ranges from the Caspian to Burma, is a resi-
dent with us, and one of the greatest ornaments of oux
marshes. It keeps to thick cover and is an active climber,
but does not swim so much as the common Moorhen. It is
more of a vegetable feeder than most Rails, and does much
harm in paddy-fields ; when feeding, unlike other wading-
birds, it often holds its food up in one foot. It breeds
from July to September, making the usual rush nest, and
laying sometimes as many as ten eggs, but usually fewer, of
a pinkish colour with reddish and purplish spots, and near-
ly two inches long. The young are black, and very inde-
gendent little things, judging from those I saw bred at the
alcutta Zoological Gardens in the large Water-fowl Aviary
there. They did not attempt to follow the parents, but
these had to follow them if they wanted them. It was
very pretty to see the old birds standing in a pan of paddy
and water, and picking up the corn grain by grain to feed
the young ones. The old ones (there were more than one
pair in the aviary) fought savagely at times, clenching
each other with their long toes. When angry or amorous
they puff out their white under-tail coverts. They also
clap their wings back to back at times, rather like the com-
mon cock. The Porphyrio makes a nice pet, but it must
not be confined closely with weaker birds; and, if kept
loose in a compound, it must be remembered that it, like
most RailSj will climb like a cat, so that a clipped wing will

